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k# HEN you defird me to 
RS look overa Book late- 
Y Publiſh'd , Intitulcd, 
Diſcourſes on the Publick, 

'þ are; Rewenues, atid on the Trade 
WER of England, Part ft. I did 
Vote = not limagine you intend- 
0M Katy ed that I ſhoud give any 
| Opinion in Writing con- 
cerning it; but fince nothing leſs will ſatisfic, [ 
ſhall briefly acquaint you with what I have Ob- 
{ſerv'd upon Reading thoſe Diſtourles. 

I Think the Auer cannot too much com- 
mend the uſe of Political Arithmetick , notwich- 
Randing we owe little of the Knowledge we 
have of the Number of our People, Wealth, 
Revenues, or Trade, to any thing that has hither- 
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to been Publiſh'd under that Title. Sir William. 


Petty ( who tho' I cannot allow, with the 
A 2. Air 
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Author, to have been the firſt that made the Art 
of Reaſoning by Figures applicable to Matters of 
Revenue . and Trade ) made ſome Eflays, and 
Cultivated that Art to ſome degree, yet 'tisa 
Queſtion whether this Extraordinary Gentleman 
has by theſe Lights convey d to us more Truth 
than Error, confels'd it muſt- be, he tell into 
{ome orols Miſtakes, which this Author. Þ. 6. 
would rather have you luſped,.- proceeded from an 
inclination to make his Court than that he ſpoke © 
his Mind ; and ſome think the Author may be 
liable to like Suſpicion, when he ſug Pp. Po 
That the Debt of France-is rao Ma: Stedding, 
and that to depend upon. this" 'State of the 
Condition of France ( which the Author ſays, 
p. 189. is perhaps the beſt Security this. Nation 
can poſſibly, have_ that the preſent Peace with 
France will be laſting may be as Dangerous 
as to have depended upon the Account given us 
by Sir. P. of the Naval Streng h. of- that King- 
don, and the Natural perpetual Impediments that 
Nation was .under to "be. our Competitars at 
Sea» But to leave theſe Generals, as alſo t6 

pals by rhe Computations wherein the Author fol- 
lows Sir W.-P; andro proceed to the SubjeR 'of 
Ikevenues, and under thar Head .ta Qonitler? | 


= 


1p. The 


cz 


F4 \. 

bz \ vi LD - 3:1 DO 3.) » 
he the, Computation”. of the Aid of 4 5. 
per (Lib. and" Subſidies as - mentioned ' by the 
ES SIAS ff THIFD 7 ido»-Wf'!: H zee. 3 

uthor, conceming. which he tells you, p. 26. 
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bat the Skilful Computers were Miſtaken, 
and. ;tels . you he computed the Subſidies at 
736900: I. .which is within. about yoooqo. /. 


"$4 what will, be the rea Prodiice. To which 


Particular 1 think it may be ſufficient to' rake 


notice, That ſome of the Miniſters and Men 


of Buſineſs ( who take themſelves, ro , be oi 
the Number 'of., the Skilfu! Comprers) wer? 
not much Miſtaken" 1n', their Computarron 
of that, Aid, for of 'the Firſt, I know one in the 
Chicteſt Station ' of the Revenues, that eſtimared 
| it ' was nor adviſeable 
to declare ſuch Opinion, it being neceilary 
our Afﬀairs ſhou'd at that junQure have the beſt 
Countenance, leſt not only our Enemies bur ovr 
Allies, by thinking it impoſſible for us to Raiſe 
Moneys Sufficient for Carrying on the War tor 
that Year, might be tempted to alter our Meaſures, 
which by the. Tranſcending Wiſdom and Con- 
duct of the King, ſcem'd to ſecure us ar Honour- 
able Peace. And I believe the Author of thele 
Diſcourſes may recolle&, a certain Man of Butt- 


" the Z F, per lib: SRPUNts at leſs than 22$005-/. 
F $i Li ' F |; [ "fe. ©.Þs Þ FE) 
but at 'that time” fat 


_ nels, that in ' Whirzhall, in the beginning of 


Februs 'F 
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Februayy, 1 695, -when the Author not only ask'd 
but preſt him for his Opinion what mightpro- 
bably be expeGted from the Aft for the ' Aid and 
Subſidies then Paſs'd, he anſwer'd. about 1 400000. | 
for: the 3s. Aid, and about 7000000. for . the 
Subſidies, from all which a Man might 'be in- 
clin'd to believe, that ſome of the Miniſters, in | 
Relation to- this Inſtance of. the Revenues, had 
well Computed, or were well Informed, tho' 
they had not been ſo Fortunate as to have ei- 
ther the Author or his Wonderful Gentleman 
( as he calls him, p. 15. ) of their Cabinet- 
Councel. To which I have but to add on this 
Head, that the Powers Granted to. aſcertain the 
Colleftion of this Aid has not diſcover'd' what 
ſhou'd have been conceal'd (as is ſuggeſted by -|- 
the Author, p. 240.) for experience ip former. 
Aids, as well as the prohibiting Selling of Wine 
in Bottles, had. made it no Secret, that the Laws 
may become Impotent. | 

I think it is no where made out by the Author, 
That the Projeftors of New Funds have been ge- 
nerally miſtaken to the degree mention'd, p. 27. 
and indeed to know: how tar ſuch Men are miſta- 
ken, it muſt be Conſider d , whethex the Pro- | 
duce of Duties falling ſhort of their Computa- 


tions, has not been occaſioned for want of apt and 
neceſfary 
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neceſſary Powers 'by Law, duly and exaQtly to 


Rate and Colle& the ſame, the forming of Schemes 
for Laying of Taxes, and Penning of. As, and Di- 
geſting thoſe Schemes into Laws, being Talents of 
a different nature. 

- But to proceed, As to the Management of the 
Kings Revenues, it doubtleſs is of great Import and 
Confequence, that the ſame be put into ſuch Or- 
der, thar the Publick Debts may be in a Method 
of being Cleard. And I do agree with the Au- 
thor, that'by good Management ſeveral of the Du- 
ries mentioned p.7 1. may be yet Improv'd ; bur 1 
will likewiſe ſhew him, that they are not capable 
of . it to: the degree contain'd in Diſcourſe p. 1 19. 
becauſe the Produce of ſome of 'em, are almoſt 
Treble to what the Author has there inſerted. 

The Author p. 73. allows the Decreaſe of the 
Cuſtoms may proceed from the Interruption in 
Trade' ( (o that Commiſion 1s ſafe ) bur docs not 
think the War can have ſo far Aﬀected the other 
Duties, and particularly that of the Exciſe. I do not 
queſtion but the Accounts of the Produce of that 
Branch of the Revenue areexactly ſet down, and 
I know allo the Ways and Methods by which this 
Branch was Improv'd, and agree it Commenc'd in 
thoſe Counties mentioned p. 76. ( Yorkſhire ex- 
cepted) nor will I Diſpute whether the Com- 

| mi:ltoners 
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miſſioners had all the- Qualifications, or Atted 


ſtritly by the Merhods Jaid down p. 78, '79. nor: 


whether the late Commiſſioners have: Decceas'd 
that Revenue by the Means and Indifcretions men-+ 


tion'd p. 85 and 86. I believetheir Management 


may be liable to great Objections: But the Rea- 
ſons given for this great Decreaſe. p. 8g, 100, and 
101, are T amſure (ufficient to juſtifie the Officers 
under a very great Fall of that Revenue.: As to 
the Duty upon Malt, I can do more for the Au- 


thor, than tell the Gentlemats Name, that when 
| he in his Eflay Computed the Duty of 6 4. per 


Buſhel upon Malt at 1050000 /. ſeveral times de- 


clar'd, that Duty wou'd not amoupt to above 


500000 4, and has oftentimes inſiſted, that the 
People ef England, did not exceed 5500000 
Souls ; and yet this Gentleman was never behold- 
ing to the Author, nor any thing Publith'd 


under the Pompous Title of Political  Arithme+ 


tick, to enable him to make thoſe Computations. 
And I think it may be Demonſtrated, that the 
Authors Scheme ſet down p. 109. does better ju- 
ſtifte the preſent Produee, than make appear the 
Charge upon the Managers of a Loſsof 200000 /. 
per Annum 1n this Duty upon Malt ; nor isthere 
much greater Probability, - that the Loſs Charg'd 
ja the other Duties of Salt and Leather are well 

grounded 3 


(9. ] 
grounded.; for I know: as good Computers as the 
Author, that could ner pxtend the firſt, at_the 
time it was Granted to Ate 00000 1. per Anu ; 
and to infer a Loſs in the Manageinent of the 
Dury on Leather according to the Sum for which 
the Parliament gave that Di, is, I think, as al- 
together unwarrantable. But ſince I began thele 
Obſervations (which was on Saturday the Fifteenth 
Inſtant, for I had” not the Book until the Thir- 
tenth ) I am inform'd there is an Anſwer to the 
Author upon the Heads of Excite, Malt, Salt and 
Leather, and therefore I only touch: thoſe P Par- 
ticulars. 

As to the Duties. upon Marriages, Births and 
Burials, and upon Batchelors and Widowers, which 


this -Aabeluie ſays; under a Good - Management, | 


might Produce: about. Boooo: I. but has hitherto 
Vielded about 54.000. I think it may {uffiec to 
uſe the Authors own words, p. 124. © Tis a ve 

© ry hard matter, ſays he, in Contriving a new 
«Tax {fo to Pen al Actas it ſhall obviate all Frauds, 

« and pare” thewhole Duty to be given. 

« When a new Revenue is Granted and made 
«2 Fund of Credit by Parliament, *tis meant ( 0r 
always, Good Sir, as in the ' A6 for Review of the 
Quarterly Poll, anatte 2 Fund of Crcd;i ſor 305009 {. ) 
« it ſhou d Pr adace rhe Sum ior which it was piven, 

B 2 ** but 
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< but they who are concern'd in the Payment, will 
< never be wanting to find Arts by which they may 
« ſave themſelves, though they deceive the Publick. 

<The ſeveral Branches that have been hereto- 
« fore given to Support the Government, did all of 
<« them in the beginning yield little, and the very 
* Laws by which they were ColleQed, were at 
« firſt deteive, and mended by future Ads of 
* Parliament by which their Colle&ion was ren- 
<« der'd more certain. | 

Now it ſo happens that the ill Managers of theſe 
Duties upon Marriages, were ſo ſenſible of theſe 
Cauſes of the Deficiency of that Fund, that 
Anno 95. they prepar'd Clauſes to be EnaQted for 
the better Aſcertaining and Colleding the ſame : 
But all that they cou'd obtain ( multiplicity of 
Afaits in relation to the Coin preventing it ) un- 
ril the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, gave them little or 
no help, and even then one of the moſt Material 
Clauſes ( by what Accident I know not ) did not 
Paſs ; yet theſe Duties Improve, and when the 
Clauſes now prepar'd can be obtain'd in Parlia- 
ment, theſe Duties may probably ariſe to above 

0000 |, | 

The like Method was allo taken by the ſame 
Managers for the Duty upon Windows, as ap- 
pears by the At 5 & 59 Gnlielmi, for making 
good 
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9 
good the Deficiency of ſeveral Funds, ee! froit-- 
Page 324 to 327. which when I have Aequainted the 
Ao that the Aſſeſhnentof that Duty '(tor the 
Year 1696, )amounted to ab6u#85000/:and'that the 
Increaſe for the Year 1697: will be-at leaſt 20060 l: 
more, as may be readily manifeſted by - the Ac- 
counts thereof, he will retract his Error of Valuing 
that Duty at no/morethan' Zo060 {.'as'in þ. 11 7: 
and Diſcharge the- Mavagers' of gredt part of t 
1150000, per. Annmyj, pretended, 'þ. 227. to be 
loſt--in thele two -6Þ wh by their inability or 
Neglect ; and indeed it ſeems ſomething ſtrange; 
after the care taken by the Managets-of thele wo 
laſt Branches, and in ſo Publick a manner, as a- 
foreſaid, that they ſhou'd nevertheleſs be Charg' d 
( by a Man of' the Authors Penetrarion ) with 
Loſi ing by the Management of Two Duties (Com- 
puted by him at Teſs than 200600 /. Y the Suni of 
115000 [. per Aninm, and 'tis yet further to be 


admir'd, that the Atithor Charges this Loſs upon 


the Management. without having - ever delir'd to 
ſee any Books or Accounts that- "might better in- 
forth him. ' And what the Author ſaysp. 119. and 
elſewhere Repeats, that he intends no Refle&ion 
upon ſuch as have the Honour co ſerve the King in 
his Revenues; -does' not Exctife 'or Arone tor {uch , 
Refle&tons, far-the Charging a L.ofs in-any Reve- 

n141e 
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Aue pponthe Managersof it, is, I thitnka very great 
Reflection; ,wholoeyer will conclude otherwiſe in 
favour of the Authors Sincerity, doesI am ſuremake | tÞ*< 
a very 1] Complunent to his Underſtanding. pu 
As to the Queſtion, Diſcourſe the 4th, Whe- hat 
ther to'Farm [the Revenyes' may. not in this jun- the 
Qure be moſt for the Publick Service? I think | F2 
the Author ha not fully anſwer'd. the Objetions | 
againſt a Farm, nor given fuch Reaſons fora | ©* 
mixt Management as may 1nduce'it: But this with la) 
ſubmiſſion to ſuch to whoſe Proyince this Conſi- | 2 
dcration does immediately: belong. ' Ta a) 
As to Diſcourſe the Fifth, Concerning Publick i; 
Debts and Engagements, and the Conſiderations l 
thereupon ' to. Exonerate the Nation from this H 
Burthen,,. In. this, Diſcourſe, - as in the. 'other, | of W 
the, Mcans.,and Method, of Reſtoring Credit, Þ 
can diſcern nothing new! or 'extraordinaty, it | 
being, in reſpect of the Publick, the very ſame 
Method, chat; every. Prudent, Honeſt Man takes, 
when Accidents have occaſion'd his. running 1nte 
Debt, .and” he deſigns. Payment; only notwith- 
ſtanding what the Author lays, p.172. © of Debts 
<« of a Priyate Man, for which he has given Land 
<« Security, being  neyertheleſs Debrs, is not dir 


rely applicable -to- the  Publick ; jor in Pay-' r 
ing Publick Debts ( unleſs it be to Foreigners ) p 
| the. 

P 


\ 


(11) 
the Nation is not prejudic'd; Moneys Raiſed to that 
purpoſe being 'only for: a time /alter'd  fram"thie 
hands 'from whom it has been Colle&Qed;::uthto 
thoſe to whom it is Due 3 nor ' does it more by 
Payment to Foreigners than according to the nature 
of the Remittances, and therefore I ee toReaton 
either (with regard) to the Publick of Private, for 
laying this open, and fo often calling it'a Burchen 
to the Nation, unlefs we had Reaſon to apprehend 
a War, againſt which I thought we had beety-pret- 
ty ſecure, by the Authors computarion'of the Con-. 
ition of France, concerning which, as alſo thar of 
Holland, T muſt own, I have no Information, 
whereon' to ground any uſetul-Opinion. ©! 
As'to''the Method of Raiſing -Supplies for rhe 
year 1698. 'frowi' p. 233, to 235. I think what the 
Author alledges, '< That ro lay what has been. hi- 
<:therto Oharg'd,-'\upon-Land, will put! che Gen- 
{© tlemen 'of Englayd' in'a worſe condition now 
*« than they were during the War ; and the 
* Reaſons given for that Opinion ( tho' very po- 
< pular) may delerve to be further conſidered : For, 
[It was obſerved, - That - the ' Accounts from as 
| broad, that gave us hopes of a Peace; arriving 
about Ten: days betore the Jaſt great Fair ar Bri- 
flo, was ſo far from Icticening the Calls tor our 
Produce, - that all the Woollen ManutaGures were 
there 


(12) 
there ſold by half an hour after Eight in the. 
Morning, and the Chapmen- would have had more. 

That the Dealers in Wooll in thoſe parts im- 
mediately after that Fair, went into the Inland 
Counties, as Northampton, &c. and laid out great 
Sums in that Commodity ; and ſince the Conclu- 
fion of the-Peace, Tin has almoſt doubled its ya- 
lue to what it was in the time of War. 

That Trade being open, the Merchants are get- 
ting what Quantities they can of our Manufa- 
tures, and each fſiriving who ſhall firſt arrive at 
the Foreign Markets. From all which, it 
ſeems as if Land might very well bear the 4s. 
Aid ( to which few pay above 2,s. 6 d.) or a 
good Monthly Aſſeſſment for One Year longer. 

I agree it very Reaſonable that the Landed ' 
Men of England thould: be eas'd as much as may 
| be; but I dare ſay that thoſe Gentlemen who 
have all along ſhewn an unparallel'd -Readinels 
and Zeal to Support the Government during an 
Expenſive War, will not ſhew leſs Zeal to the 
Beſt of Kings. in the Furſt year of an Honoura- 
ble Peace; and will therejore Contribute as for- 
merly, or in ſome fitting * proportion, ſince, as | 
the Author Alledges, p.235. and it is true, That 
'tis impoſſible to Raiſe the neceſlary Supplies tor 
the preſent Year, without touching upon Land. 

| | As 


- not put thoſe remote 
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As to the Queſtion, . 237; Wick, is moſt 
eligible under qd Lovoy! Ircumſtances, wht 


Rate, or A  Aetinent, I think 
Firſt. FR pipes err'd, if th theſe "were. no be A 
ter ObjeRions* Rk! it than what 1s Is, Of vo 


f. 238. For the . Change of the Coyn fg not 
drawn, the $ Species, from the diſtant , arts of the 
Shad as.18 ſug geſted; the prea a part of the 
ys North, and Weſt, 2s Recoyned at 
Ny | ak and Briſtol, and for the Counties 
nearer London , namely, y if x-, Kent , , Hertford, 
Nortbophegny Leiceſter”, oy 
n, &c. - th ey Paye* not only paid more in propor- 
Kb to the Remote Counties, but the Taxes pajd 
by theſe Counties, have generally been, brought up 
in Sp ie to London (for want of Returns ).wherc- 
ar Tork, Durham , Newcaſtle , Somerſet , De- 
von . Co Cornwall, in a Courſe of Eight Years 
Payments, 'the Moneys ariſen by Taxes within the 
ſame, has not (except for two Quarterly Pay; 
merits.) been brought away, in Specie, but been 
Return'd by Bills in the way of Trade; by which 
it ſeems, as. tf, Taying by a Pound Rate would 
ounties upon a worſe Foot 
than the reſt of England, whatſoever may 'have 
been ſuggeſted to the contrary. 
But with ſubmiſſion, 1 conceive the beſt way 
C eo 


ingham, Berks, Ox- 
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to Tax Land would be to lay a certain Sam up- 
wh every Cqunty by way of Aſſefinent, accord- 
in | 


land, I believe it may be allow'd that London has 
very much orafod in Wealth-and Trade fince 


the. Firſt Aſleſſinent, as p. 243. and ſo I hope 
has the reſt of Exglard ; but when 1 conſider the 


interruption in Trade for almoſt Nine years pat 
which the Author allows, p. 73-. may have 


F, 


a ſufficient cauſe of decreale in the Cuſtoms. 
The vaſt loſs the Merchants, of all ſorts, in that 


City, have ſuſtain'd during the War, and that 
thoſe Places have paid to the heighth'of moſt 


Taxes, when the Countrey has been eas'd, as 


alſo that tho' great Sams have been brought 6 
London, - yet that there has been great Iſues from' 
thence for home Commedines, for Vicualling and 
other. Occaſions - of the Navy and Army, 'and' 
Forcign Remittances ( towards which London 
has always paid its ſhare) that all ſorrs of Pro-' 


viſions have becn dcarer in London during the 
\Var 


en. 
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War than in. Peace, conſequently Expence in 
maintaining. Families 7 more, at a time when 
Trade has been about | leſs, perhaps it will not 
be found that in reſpe@ of ſuch former Increaſe, 
thoſe places are now in ſuch a Condition as: to 
make it Reafonable ro diftinguiſh them in the 
manner of Taxing, as propos'd by the Author. 

' For my part, having peruſed theſe Difcourles, 
F do not find that the Author by Travelling in an 
undiſcovered Countrey, as p. 256. has brought 
any, thing to Light, bur what moſt. of the 
Men uy in the Buſineſs of the Revenues 
have been fully acquainted with in the common 
Road. And if one of rhe Fines they muſt pay 
who are in Imployment, is to haye their Condyu 

Cenſur'd 'by the Statiders by, as p. 73.\ Yet cer- 
tainly that does not Juſtifie ſuch Byzſtanders in 
Pabliſhing Matters refle&ting upon the Conduct 
of fuch Perſons grounded upon Premiſles, either 
miſtaken, "uncertain, or demonſtrably Falſe. And 
It may. he* ſuggeſted, that if che Author had had a 
due regard to Religion and Morality, which he 
woud recommend -in p. 272, 273. he wou'd? 
have dealt Fairer by Men concern'd in the Re- 
venues (ſome whereof have manifeſted Abilities 
for their Stations equal atleaſt ro what this Gentle- 


man may jultly pretend to ) than 1n the Account 
he 


/ be has; given ff. their, Proceedings, which T think. - 


oa wk, at this, o That DO bGanding bis 
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Ed. with- to 
e Reyenne the reſult "* no Bette Toy 
ence,, As þ. 62. he 
the .Gommuſſioners ofthe Exc! e: po wh 
Bargain he will -throw the Uſe. of [bp Pompae 
Faculty, which Þ. 6. h: ſets at; apreat. Fl —1 
and tells you.is that whegein the 4 Abili ties of 
Miuiſter ' have alway chiefly. conf tted';, 
Sir, you, haye-my Obſeryations on th Diſtou 
according to the Jitcle tme I can = UN .al-; 
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